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to follow very exactly the development of Etruscan art, from
the eighth century b. c. At first we find the geometric
style characteristic of Italy ; later this gives way to Eastern
influences ; at the same time Etruria becomes, and continues
to be, a market for traders from Greece and the East, especially
Phoenicia; and from a combination of all these elements an
independent and original art is in time developed. We find
it in architecture, sculpture, and painting, and also in indus-
trial production, particularly in casting bronze, in the manu-
facture of jewellery and embossed metals. It cannot, however,
be said that Etruscan art attained to the highest excellence.
Their architecture remained for a long time archaic in style, and
never got beyond modifications of Greek and Eastern models.
Their sculpture, which shows high technical skill, never rose to
the height of Greek achievement in this field. It long retained
an archaic liking for bright colours ; in one field only—that
of highly realistic portraiture—it produced remarkable work.
Their painting is perhaps the most attractive side of their art.
Here, while following the style and method of Greek" artists,
they contrived to convey their own ideas by these means,
in subjects taken from daily life or history or religion. The
awful figures which they invented of infernal gods and demons,
of death and future punishments, survived them and
exercised an influence upon Roman art and also upon the
medieval painting of the Italians. In design and industry the
Etruscans acquired a high degree of technical skill; but
their jewellery aims rather at size, weight, and elaboration
than at refinement of form and ornament.
The political activity of the Etruscans took two directions.
By sea they were faithful friends of the Phoenicians and
Carthaginians, who gladly accepted the services of such
adventurous and unabashed pirates, so long as they plundered
the Greek rivals of Carthage and kept away from countries
dependent upon her. For Phoenicia, and later for Carthage,
Etruria was a desirable market, whence they exported metals
and raw material, while they imported thither tin from Spain
and Britain, silver and copper from Spain, and gold and
manufactured articles from the East. The Etruscans were
undoubtedly pirates rather than merchants, and Carthage had
no fear of their competition : we do not know of the existence
of a single colony or trading factory owned by them. But
4 between Greece and Etruria the hostility was acute. The

